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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

June 21, 2001
Phoenix Airport Marriott

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor Skip Rimsza, Phoenix, Chairman
Mayor Ron Drake, Avondale

* Mayor Dusty Hull, Buckeye
* Mayor Edward Morgan, Carefree
* Mayor Vincent Francia, Cave Creek

Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler
Mayor Roy Delgado, El Mirage

* Mayor Sharon Morgan, Fountain Hills
* Mayor Chuck Turner, Gila Bend
* Governor Donald Antone, Gila River Indian
           Community

Mayor Steve Berman, Gilbert
Mayor Elaine Scruggs, Glendale
Mayor Bill Arnold, Goodyear
Councilmember Tomasa Carpio for 

          Mayor Margarita Cota, Guadalupe
Mayor J. Woodfin Thomas, Litchfield Park

* Supervisor Andy Kunasek, Maricopa County

Councilmember Dennis Kavanaugh for Mayor
         Keno Hawker, Mesa
* Mayor Edward Lowry, Paradise Valley
* Mayor John Keegan, Peoria

Councilmember Joyce Hildebrandt for 
         Mayor Wendy Feldman-Kerr, Queen Creek

Vice President Merna Lewis for President Ivan
         Makil, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
         Indian Community

Mayor Mary Manross, Scottsdale
Mayor Joan Shafer, Surprise

* Mayor Neil Giuliano, Tempe
Mayor Adolfo Gamez, Tolleson

* Mayor Larry Roberts, Wickenburg
* Mayor Eugene Russell, Youngtown

F. Rockne Arnett, ADOT
* Dallas Gant, ADOT

Brian Campbell for Bill Beyer, Citizens
            Transportation Oversight Committee
*+Mayor Douglas Coleman, Apache Junction

*Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
+Non-voting

1. Call to Order

The meeting of the Regional Council was called to order by Chairman Skip Rimsza at 5:05 p.m.  He
stated that business not requiring Council action would be considered until a quorum was met.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Call to the Audience

This agenda item was taken out of order.

Chairman Rimsza recognized public comment from DD Barker, who stated that she is a Phoenix
resident and active citizen who cares about transportation.  She stated that the bus is her primary mode
of transportation.  Ms. Barker noted her objection to agenda item #14, Election of Officers.  She stated
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that it was time for new leadership.  Ms. Barker noted her objection that agenda item #13, Amendment
to the FY 2001 and FY 2002 MAG Unified Planning Work Programs and Annual Budgets, should be
on consent.  Ms. Barker commented on her lawsuit against the City of Phoenix, Maricopa County, and
the State of Arizona that was filed because the City of Phoenix opened and counted some of the
Transit 2000 ballots before the election. The suit is now in the Court of Appeals. She noted that until
a declaratory judgment is made, the suit is not over.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Ms. Barker for her
comments.

Chairman Rimsza recognized public comment from Blue Crowley, who told the Council they should
listen during public comment and not socialize.  He then observed a moment of silence and
commented that silence is what they will hear when the public comment period is changed. He stated
that the Regional Council exists because of the public, not the other way around.  Mr. Crowley stated
that he found it fascinating that MAG would broaden its participation to include Chambers of
Commerce, when the Mesa Tribune has reported that the City of Mesa and the Mesa Chamber of
Commerce are severing their ties.  Mr. Crowley stated that he wants government workers to not drive
one in five. This includes elected officials.  He stated that at his class reunion, five people asked for
a copy of the TIP so they could understand better.  Mr. Crowley commented on money allocated to
rail through the airport.  He stated that the City of Phoenix needs to abandon the express terminal on
I-10 so it will be completed.  If the terminal was not going to be completed, why was it built?
Chairman Rimsza thanked Mr. Crowley for his comments.

Chairman Rimsza recognized public comment from Joseph Ryan, who stated that MAG is a failure
when it comes to planning for light rail.  He commented that the comment has been made that people
will be forced to use light rail as an option because of congestion.  Mr. Ryan stated that publicity
photos for Proposition 2000 showed light rail routes down I-10 to Ahwatukee, west on I-10 to 79th
Avenue, and north on I-17 to Loop 101. He stated that light rail on these routes will be impossible to
construct.  Mr. Ryan noted that grade level light rail will not produce rapid transit.  He stated that light
rail benefits only Phoenix, Tempe, Mesa, and Glendale.  Mr. Ryan stated that the traffic lanes
eliminated for construction of the light rail tracks will reduce capacity and cause more air pollution.
Mr. Ryan stated that there is no plan to include Sky Harbor Airport in rapid transit plans.  He
commented on the multi-use stadium  in Tempe being built under the flight path of Sky Harbor traffic.
Mr. Ryan’s public comment time expired and he was granted additional time to conclude his
comments by Chairman Rimsza.  Mr. Ryan stated that the current planners should be fired and a new
MPO designated.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Mr. Ryan for his comments.

5. Executive Director’s Report

James M. Bourey stated that the fourth annual Desert Peaks Awards will take place following the
Regional Council meeting.  The reception takes place at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner and opening
remarks at 6:30 p.m. The awards are presented at 7:30 p.m. and completed by 8:30 p.m.

Mr. Bourey stated that the Regional Council took action to establish a Governance Task Force, which
is comprised of six mayors and five managers.  Mr. Bourey noted that the Task Force has met twice,
with additional meetings scheduled until the beginning of August.  He stated that the Task Force
established a set of issues that they will study. He stated that the Regional Council action also included
hiring a consultant as a facilitator and professional advisor.  Mr. Bourey stated that the Task Force
recommended that an advisory group be formed to serve in an advisory capacity to the Task Force.
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Chairman Rimsza stated that he requested that Task Force members submit names to him for
appointment to the advisory group.

Mr. Bourey stated that the Governor’s Transportation Vision 21 Task Force will meet on June 27,
2001.  Marty Shultz, Co-Chair of the Task Force, indicated that the Task Force does not intend to
revise their recommendations, but take them statewide for public comment.  Mr. Bourey stated that
he would provide a list of these statewide meetings.

Mr. Bourey provided an update on the Regional Transportation Plan.  He stated that five expert panel
forums have been held.  Fifteen focus groups have been conducted, attended by more than 200
participants.  Mr. Bourey stated that the focus groups have identified that the automobile will continue
to dominate modes of travel.  They also recognized that there will be increased congestion and more
options and linkage among transportation modes are needed. Land use and automobile travel patterns
need examination.  Mr. Bourey stated that participants have indicated that they would like to continue
to be involved in the process.

Mr. Bourey introduced a new MAG employee, Craig Chenery, who filled a budgeted automation
technical support position.  He received his Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from Suffolk
College.  

Chairman Rimsza requested that the Vision 21 Task Force agendas be made available to cities and
lobbyists to coordinate their attendance at the statewide meetings.  He indicated that a presentation on
transportation could be created for the cities to use at the meetings.  Mr. Bourey stated that he would
send out the Task Force agenda and recommendations.

Chairman Rimsza recognized public comment from Ms. Barker, who commented on agenda item #7,
Consultation for Project-Level Conformity Determination on the Proposed SR 51/Bell Road Park-and-
Ride Facility.  She stated her support for Park-and-Ride.  She expressed concern where the money is
going, that there will be slow moving mass transit.  Ms. Barker stated that without competition, we
will have status quo.  Ms. Barker stated that Phoenix should not be determining their own conformity
by hiring a consultant to do analysis.  For agenda item #8, Amendment of Contract with Planning
Technologies for Model Enhancements, and agenda item #9, Amendment of MAG GIS and Database
Enhancement Contract with TerraSystems Southwest to Perform Consistency Checks, Ms. Barker
asked why these amendments were not put out for competitive bid.  She commented on the process
of approval by the Executive Director.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Ms. Barker for her comments.

Chairman Rimsza recognized public comment from Mr. Crowley, who commented on Chairman
Rimsza’s meeting attendance.  He commented on changing the public comment period to five minutes
total.  He stated that if the item is relevant enough to be considered by the Regional Council, sufficient
time for comment needs to be given.  Mr. Crowley stated that the Regional Council needs to stop their
conversations while the public is speaking. He commented that he only has three minutes to comment
and the least they can do is pay attention.  He stated that in the time he has been speaking, the
Chairman has had four different conversations. Mr. Crowley commented on extending mass transit
to Scottsdale, Carefree and Cave Creek.  He stated that the City of Phoenix eliminated the I-10 express
terminal from their plans.  Mr. Crowley commented on including input from CTOC in the Regional
Transportation Plan.  Mr. Crowley stated that the Vision 21 Task Force is getting the job done and
MAG is not.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Mr. Crowley for his comments.
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Chairman Rimsza introduced the new mayor from Gilbert, Mayor Steve Berman, and presented him
with his membership certificate.

Chairman Rimsza presented Councilmember Tomasa Caprio with Mayor Margarita Cota’s
membership certificate.

12. Requested Changes to the Regional Freeway Program

Eric Anderson stated that ADOT drafts an annual Life Cycle Program report to keep the freeway
program in fiscal balance. ADOT recently requested a number of changes to the Regional Freeway
Program.  Mr. Anderson stated that these changes include three schedule changes, some new, small
projects and some cost changes.  The schedule changes include moving the road design and
construction funds for the South Mountain two years into the future to allow for the completion of the
Environmental Impact Statement which is expected to take three years.  Mr. Anderson stated that a
landscape project in the Pima Freeway corridor is being delayed one year since water is not yet
available along one section.  The projects being added include a landscape project at the Pima / I-17
TI that was inadvertently left out of the program.  Mr. Anderson stated that projects to incorporate the
local participation of communities for enhancement and other city-related needs are being added.  The
amounts for these projects correspond to the funds being provided by the community.  An archaeology
study in the Red Mountain Corridor is needed as well as funds for risk management and right of way
plans and titles.  A number of  landscaping projects have also been created by separating the landscape
cost component from the overall project construction budgets. Mr. Anderson stated that although the
Regional Freeway Program cash flow is extremely tight, these project changes can be incorporated
without impacting the scheduled completion of any Regional Freeway System projects. 

Mr. Anderson stated that the Management Committee recommended approval of the requested changes
and that funding for 33 miles of freeway landscaping be considered in the upcoming stakeholder
process.  He noted that landscaping had been removed to accommodate cable median barrier
installation and has not been replaced.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Mr. Anderson for his presentation.
He asked about the sales tax revenue.  Mr. Anderson replied that FY 2001 revenue is within one-tenth
of one percent of projections.  He indicated that the amount is on target because projections were
relatively conservative.  Mr. Anderson stated that the program should be relatively intact.  Chairman
Rimsza asked about costing.  Mr. Anderson replied it is presently satisfactory.  He explained about
strategies to accelerate right of way purchase along the San Tan to avoid rising right of way costs.

Mayor Shafer joined the meeting.  Chairman Rimsza announced that a quorum was present.

Mr. Arnett moved to approve approval of the requested changes to the MAG Regional Freeway
Program.  Mayor Drake seconded.  

Before a vote was taken, Mayor Thomas asked for clarification of the dollar amount of the changes.
Mr. Anderson replied that there was a typographical error on the table included in the packet.  The
correct number was $9,358 net increase.  Mayor Thomas asked the status of landscaping on Loop 101.
Mr. Anderson introduced Dick Wright, ADOT, who stated that the project was in the process of being
advertised for bid.
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Chairman Rimsza asked for a vote on the motion to approve approval of the requested changes to the
MAG Regional Freeway Program.  The motion passed, with Mayor Shafer not voting.  Mayor Shafer
explained that she was abstaining from the vote because she had arrived after the presentation.

3. Approval of May 23, 2001 Meeting Minutes

Chairman Rimsza asked if there were any changes to the minutes.  Hearing none, he asked for a
motion to approve the minutes of the May 23, 2001 meeting. Mayor Shafer moved for approval,
Mayor Thomas seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

6. Approval of Consent Agenda

Chairman Rimsza asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mayor Thomas moved to
approve consent agenda items #7, #8, #9, #10, and #11.  Mayor Gamez seconded, and the motion
carried unanimously.

7. Consultation for Project-Level Conformity Determination on the Proposed SR 51/Bell Road Park-and-
Ride Facility

The City of Phoenix has requested concurrence for the project-level conformity determination prepared
for the SR 51/Bell Road Park-and-Ride facility.  The Park-and-Ride facility is proposed for the
southwest quadrant of State Route 51 and Bell Road.  The project is identified as PHX01-233T in the
amended FY 2001-2005 MAG Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for fiscal year 2001.  The
estimated cost of this facility is $5.1 million. The project was exempt from the regional emissions
analyses according to the federal transportation conformity guidelines as a “bus terminal and transfer
point.”  A conformity determination is required for federal-aid assisted projects under the
transportation conformity guidelines.  The City of Phoenix has prepared an air quality impact analysis,
which includes a carbon monoxide hot-spot analysis for this project.  The analysis concludes that the
SR 51/Bell Road Park-and-Ride facility will not cause or contribute to an exceedance of the carbon
monoxide standard.  MAG has reviewed the air quality impact analysis for completeness and concurs
with the findings. The current conformity finding of the TIP and the associated Long Range
Transportation Plan Summary and 2000 Update that was made jointly by the Federal Highway
Administration and Federal Transit Administration in a letter dated July 31, 2000, remains unchanged
by this action.

8. Amendment of Contract with Planning Technologies for Model Enhancements

The Regional Council, by consent, approved increasing the contract between MAG and Planning
Technologies by $50,000 from $210,000 to $260,000 for socioeconomic model enhancements. The
FY 2002 MAG Unified Planning Work Program, approved by the Regional Council in May 2001,
includes a work element to enhance the Subarea Allocation model that MAG uses for the preparation
of socioeconomic projections.   This custom model was developed for MAG by Planning
Technologies.  The enhancements to the model are needed to project special populations (seasonal,
transient and population in group quarters) and work at home employment (telework and home based
businesses) in preparation for the next round of socioeconomic projections.  MAG is requesting an
amendment to increase the contract with Planning Technologies by $50,000 from $210,000 to
$260,000 to cover these model enhancements. 
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9. Amendment of MAG GIS and Database Enhancement Contract with TerraSystems Southwest to
Perform Consistency Checks

The Regional Council, by consent, approved amending the contract between MAG and TerraSystems
Southwest by $75,000 from $107,900 to $182,900 to ensure consistency between MAG databases,
Census 2000 data, and the base data compiled through the MAG GIS and Database Enhancement
Project. The FY 2002 Unified Planning Work Program, approved by the Regional Council in May
2001, includes a work element to ensure consistency between MAG databases, Census 2000 data, and
the base data compiled through the MAG GIS and Database Enhancement Project.  TerraSystems
Southwest is currently under contract to MAG to perform quality assurance/quality control tasks on
the $750,000 MAG GIS and Database Enhancement Project.   The consistent data from the MAG GIS
and Database Review for Census 2000 Consistency will provide the base from which new
socioeconomic projections will be prepared.  With the anticipated arrival of Census 2000 data in July,
2001, time is an important factor to ensure that accurate base data for the socioeconomic models is in
place.  MAG is therefore requesting an amendment to increase the contract with TerraSystems by
$75,000 from $107,900 to $182,900 to cover the additional quality control and consistency checks
between MAG databases and Census 2000 data and the compilation of associated datasets. 

10. MAG 208 Water Quality Management Plan Amendment for the City of Phoenix North Gateway Water
Reclamation Plant

The Regional Council, by consent, approved the MAG 208 Water Quality Management Plan
Amendment for the City of Phoenix North Gateway Water Reclamation Plant. The City of Phoenix
has requested that MAG amend the 208 Water Quality Management Plan to include the Phoenix North
Gateway Water Reclamation Plant with an ultimate capacity of 32 million gallons per day (mgd).  The
facility is identified in the current Plan as the Biscuit Flats Water Reclamation Plant with an ultimate
capacity of 12.5 mgd.  Excess reclaimed water from the facility would be disposed of through reuse,
recharge and discharge to Skunk Creek.  The Flood Control District of Maricopa County has indicated
they do not object to the proposed facility.

11. Amendment to the FY 2001 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to Include
Additional Funds from the Arizona Department of Economic Security and Amendment of the
MarketNow Contract to Develop an Enhanced MAG Web Page for Human Services

The Regional Council, by consent, approved the amendment to the FY 2001 MAG Unified Planning
Work Program and Annual Budget to include $35,000 from the Arizona Department of Economic
Security to further the activities of the MAG Human Services Program and to amend the contract
between MAG and MarketNow by $35,000 from $60,000 to $95,000 to develop an enhanced web
page for human services.  On April 16, 2001, the Arizona Department of Economic Security provided
MAG $35,000 in Social Services Block Grant funds to further the activities of the Human Services
Program.  It is necessary to amend the FY2001 MAG Unified Work Program and Annual Budget to
include these funds, and also to amend the contract with MarketNow in the amount of $35,000 from
$60,000 to $95,000 to develop an enhanced web page for human services data. 
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13. Amendment to the FY 2001 and FY 2002 MAG Unified Planning Work Programs and Annual
Budgets

Paul Ward gave a presentation on the closeout of FY 2001 federal funds. Each year, MAG conducts
a close out process to use the MAG federal funds and he briefly reviewed the closeout procedures.
At the beginning of the federal FY, available funds are identified and compared with programmed
projects.  Uncommitted funds and available Obligation Authority can then be ascertained.  By March
1, member agencies notify MAG of which projects need to be carried forward from the current year
to the next year. Projects are then identified that can use the funds released in the current year.

Mr. Ward stated that in May 2001, the Regional Council approved $12.2 million in projects of $14.4
million available.  He stated that the MAG Management Committee recommended approval of $2.1
million in additional projects, including $1.8 million for transit and the advance design of two
Superstition Freeway projects, and $320,000 for three new Work Program projects, as part of the
Interim Close Out of the FY 2001 MAG Federally Funded Program.  

Mr. Ward stated that the three recommended  non-Work Program projects were: $716,000 for Phoenix
Bus Rapid Transit vehicles, $600,000 for the advance design of two arterial crossings at US 60, and
$500,000 for regional light rail development.  Mr. Ward noted that Regional Council action on these
projects is anticipated next month along with final closeout projects.

He stated that the three Work Program projects recommended by the Management Committee include
an additional $200,000 for the MAG Freeway Bottleneck Removal Study, an additional $200,000 for
the Commuter Rail/High Capacity Transit Study and an additional $120,000 for the RPTA Telework
Program. Mr. Ward stated that, in order to use the FY 2001 MAG federal funds for studies, the
projects have to be amended into the current FY 2001 Work Program, and authorized (or obligated)
during the federal FY.  Mr. Ward stated that the Management Committee’s recommendation included
restoring $100,000 that was cut by the TRC, to the MAG Freeway Bottleneck Removal Study

Chairman Rimsza asked for clarification of the possibility that federal funds could be lost if action is
not taken.  Mr. Ward replied that if the federal funds correctly authorized before the end of the Work
Program fiscal year, which is June 30, 2001, the funds could not be used for the studies requested but
could be used for other eligible non-study projects until the end of the Federal FY, on September 30,
2001.  Chairman Rimsza thanked Mr. Ward and asked if there were any questions.

Mayor Thomas moved to approve an amendment to the FY 2001 and FY 2002 MAG Unified Planning
Work Programs and Annual Budgets to include $200,000 for the MAG Freeway Bottleneck Removal
Study; $200,000 for the Commuter Rail/High Capacity Transit Study; and $120,000 for the RPTA
Telework Program.  Mayor Gamez seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

14. Election of Officers

Chairman Rimsza stated that Mayor Drake served on the MAG Nominating Committee and would
provide a report on the Committee’s recommendations.  Mayor Drake stated that Mayor Neil Giuliano,
Tempe, served as Chair of the Nominating Committee.  The other committee members included
Mayor J. Woodfin Thomas, Litchfield Park, Mayor Wendy Feldman-Kerr, Queen Creek, and Mayor
Mary Manross, Scottsdale.  Mayor Drake stated that the Committee’s charge was to recommend a slate
of officers for 2001-2002.  The MAG officer positions are Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer,
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and two At-Large members.  Mayor Drake stated in order to achieve a regional balance, an At-Large
member from the West Valley and an At-Large member from the East Valley would be recommended.
Mayor Drake reported that the Committee recommended as Chairman, Mayor Skip Rimsza, Phoenix;
Vice Chairman, Mayor John Keegan, Peoria; Treasurer; Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler; At-Large
Member from the West Valley, Mayor William Arnold, Goodyear; and At-Large Member from the
East Valley, Mayor Keno Hawker, Mesa.

Mayor Shafer noted her objection that no woman was included in the slate.  Mayor Drake noted that
it was not the intent of the Committee to exclude a woman, but to achieve a regional balance.  Mayor
Drake stated that two women served on the Nominating Committee.  Mayor Manross explained that
the Committee had two main considerations: a gender balance and a regional balance.  Mayor Manross
noted her decision that regional balance took precedence.  Mayor Shafer asked for clarification of the
terms of office.  Mayor Drake replied that traditionally, the Executive Committee members serve one
year terms for two years. 

Mayor Thomas moved to elect as Chairman, Mayor Skip Rimsza, Phoenix; Vice Chairman, Mayor
John Keegan, Peoria; Treasurer, Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler; At-Large Member, Mayor William
Arnold, Goodyear; and At-Large Member, Mayor Keno Hawker, Mesa.  Mayor Delgado seconded.
The motion carried, with Mayor Shafer voting no.

Chairman Rimsza expressed his thanks to members.  He stated that the upcoming year will be exciting,
with many opportunities.  Chairman Rimsza stated that members should take great pride in freeway
system accomplishments.  He noted that if the 1985 election had been lost, the region would be
choking on congestion.  Chairman Rimsza expressed that the pride in accomplishing the freeway
system cannot be taken away from MAG.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

______________________________________
Chairman

____________________________________
Secretary


